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“So there are no ill effects?” I asked.

“Well, as I said, you could die.”

I looked him in the eye, my one good eye flicking back and forth between the two of his.

“So, if you had to give me odds for living another forty years, say until I was seventy, what would the odds be?”

“I'm not very good at that sort of thing.”

“Ten to one? One hundred to one?”

“I've never really understood what that means,” he said.

“Just give me the odds.”

“Of you living till you’re seventy?” he said. “I’d say it’s thirty-five, seventy-five.”

I shook my head. Dr. Owen and his nineteenth-century frame, blunt disregard for my need to be
reassured and fucked-up math was too much. This man was making my world small. I imagined he was a
moon who had just eclipsed me.

I walked into the waiting room and saw that the team had left. I walked out onto the sidewalk and
stared at the sun, out of my one good eye. I imagined Azofeifa, so fleet and at ease in his body. My feet felt
magnetized, drawn to the core of the earth, leaden. I tried to imagine that gravity was pulling my blood
down, sucking it back out of the swollen ice-purple bruise around my right eye, out of the one aneurysm, and
then out of the other. Things moved inside me, as I stood still, my feet pulling down.

At the bar, later that afternoon, with the team all still wearing their T-shirts and all buying me beer after
beer and slapping me in the shoulder once they got drunk enough to stop treating me like porcelain, with
everyone there with their names across their backs exalting at having gotten out of the game before they lost,
thanks to my eye injury, I couldn’t decide if T should tell them. It’s not really a topic for bar conversation,
or that’s exactly what it is, but not this type of bar conversation. I wanted to sit down with somebody, didn’t
matter who, sit down across from each other at a table not too far from the jukebox, and sip a beer and tell
them that it could be the last beer of my life, or it could be just another, I would never know. And the whole
thing made me feel stupid, like I was writing a poem for a high school literary magazine. I’d think it was
important and deep but the grammar would be all wrong and adults would secretly laugh at me. I wanted
to change the name on the back of my T-shirt, or I wanted to keep it exactly the same but be somewhere
where no one knew it, or I wanted the people who surrounded me in the bar to remember it without having
to secretly lean back and read it, or I wanted to be Azofeifa, spin off into the Azofeifa orbit, free in a different
way. I stood up from my bar stool and planted my feet on the floor, the magnets returning, draining that blood
out of my brain, the aneurysms thinning, the rabbits emerging whole from the snakes” mouths and bicycle
kicking, their little rabbit feet flipping through the air. I closed my good eye and opened my bad one and
stared out into the fuzzy darkness around me, the atmospheric wall built by me, built out of my slow reflexes,
my brief and weird obsessions, my inability to react, and I wondered what I would do next.

Nothing is as it seems: A jilted lover dons robot armor to win
back the heart of an ex-girlfriend; an angel loots the home of
a single father; a teenager finds the key to everlasting life in a
video game. In this much-anticipated debut, one of Chicago’s
most exciting young writers has crafted playful and empathic
tales of misguided lonely hearts. Sparkling with humor and
showcasing an array of styles, Hiding Out features characters
dodging consequences while trying desperately to connect.

Hiding Out by Jonathan Messinger
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